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homes in all parts of Columbia were
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prepared questions. T

asked
questi6ns

-- Where do you buy your drygoods

.j ..inthine?"
-- Why do you buy aUhis particular

storcT
of these articles

..Do you buy any

out of town?-- '

-- no rou buy of catalogue houses?
-- How much do you spend for these

lines each jear?"
--Are you influenced in jour bujing

by advertising?"
More Than 400 Women Answer.

Exactly 414 women answered these

questions. In many cases where wom-

en do not keep accounts, estimates
intcresUng phase ofnere given. One

the investigations was the fact that

there is a definite tendency among

women to keep records of their pur-

chases. At least half a dozen women

made statements to this effect:
"I'm ashamed to say that I don't

keen any account of my purchases. I

just let my husband pay the bills at

the end of the month.
The question that the business men

of Columbia are more interested in

than any other dealt with out-of-to-

luying. The investigation showed

that a little more than 37 per cent of

Columbia's housewives purchase part
of their drygoods and clothing out of

town. By "out of town" is meant busi-

ness either with large city stores in

St. Louis. Chicago, Kansas City, Nev

Tork or Boston or with mail order

houies. Of the 37 per cent who make
part of their purchases out of town, a

little more than 20 per cent said their
purchases were with mail-

order houses, chiefly in Chicago and
.New York.

Sine Buy Largely Ont of Town.

Nine women, or a little more than 2

per cent of the number interviewed,

tiid that they purchased everything
cut of town except bare necessities
that they happened to be out of be-

fore the mail-ord- er shipments arrived.
A fraction less than 60 per cent of

the women interviewed insisted that
they purchased everything in Colum-

bia. Many of these women are wives

of Columbia merchants who believe in
practicing what their husbands preach

"Sur at home."
Six Columbia stores get practically

all nf thP trade of the women who

trade here. Other stores were men

tioned so seldom that they were not
considered in the totals. The reasons
for trading at the various stores, as
well as the number who trade there,
are shown in the accompanying table.

y For obvious reasons the names of the
stores are omitted.
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An explanation of the foregoing ta-M- e

'shows that Columbia women are
fcore Interested in the quality of the
merchandise than they are In the price.
"Price" as an inducement for trade is
tied with "courtesy and service," with
42 votes. The next thing that influenc
es trade is "size of stock," which
3 votes. Very women, ten in

t, trade at certain stores just "be
cause they have always traded there.

Sixty-si- x women, or a little better
"w 15 per cent of the total inter
tfewed. said they did not trade at
ttT certain store but "Just traded
found among all the stores, usually
ln the store advertised a 'bargain
r new merchandise just received'."

t 48 per cent of all women inter-e-d

said they traded at more than
store.
Investigation Is Welcomed.

students who made the invest!1
fctton found a hearty welcome when

T visited Columbia homes. The sub- -
of buying is a live one among

women, and in many cases the women
expressed pleasure at the opportunity
to discuss merchandise, merchandising
and Columbia stores. Some of the
most significant remarks are quoted
below:

"I trade at because the own-

er is honest and makes good his mis-

takes."
Miss , a saleslady at

it

got

few

is so obliging that I buy everything
there. Why she even calls me up and
tells me' when they have new merchan
dise I might be Interested in."

"I buy most of my dry. goods from
merchants who advertise In the pa-

pers."
"I don't trade at because his

ads never give a price, and he never
puts a price oa the suits and dresses
he places in his windows. He must
think I'm a fool to be enticed into his
store by such methods."

"I would trade more here if the
clerks would .only take a little more
interest In pleasing customers."

Stands Up for Colnnbla.
"I like Columbia stores and think

their prices and the quality of the
stock is just as good as I can find
anywhere."

"The merchants cater to a few wom-

en students who can pay a big price
for a party dress and forget about the
bulk of the Columbia women who pay
about $20 for their suits, coats or
dresses."

"Columbia should have one modern
department store instead of dividing
the trade among a lot of stores, which
manes prices nigner.

"Dry goods and women's clothing
are cheaper here in the summer time,

when the students are away. It's too

bad the merchants cant see their reg-

ular trade instead of the transient
student trade."

"I have compared Columbia prices
with prices in other places, and find

the average here no higher than else-

where."
"I would like to trade at , but

he never advertises what he has."
Would Have Earlier Advertising.

"If the merchants of Columbia would

only adverUse earlier they would get
more business. Often I visit a store
in response to an ad and find that ev-

erything is gone. If a merchant is ex-

pecting new merchandise, why doesn't
he say so right away instead of wait-

ing until a day or two after the ship-

ment has arrived?"
I Hke because the owner

himself is so pleasant and accommo-

dating and also because he stays
among his clerks to see that customers
are pleased."

The investigation brought out six

conspicuous facts dealing with mer
chandising in Columbia. They are:

1. Most women among those inter
viewed want to purchase from Colum

bia merchants. Some buv from city
stores in the East, lartelr because
they formerly lived in that section and
are acauainted with the stores. Co

lumbia advertising evidently has not
reached or interested them.

Women Interested in Ads.
2. Practically every woman inter-

viewed is interested In advertising
and Is not favorably disposed. toward
the merchant who does not advertise,
or who advertises and fails to state
prices.

3. Most ot the women want to see

Columbia stores improve and are wil-

ling to do their part in the process.
4. There is a general complaint of

the lack of clothing and furnishings
for children. Several women said they
started with mall-ord- er houses
hrough the necessity of sending away

for clothing, underwear ana me use
for children.

5. There is a great complaint of

the service and lack of courtesy on

the part of certain merchants and
their clerks. Many women said they
quit trading here because some mer-

chant or clerk had been rude to them.
Older Families Buy Ont of Town.

There Is much more out-of-to-

The 'BIG DANCE of the season
THURSDAY KIGHT

Columbia Hall, Dec 14

All Fraternal Socieities of Co-

lumbia will be represented. All

profits will go to Charity.
music will be furnished

by the Quadrangle Orchestra.
Refreshments by Harris Confec-

tionery. Tickets 50c. Ladles
Free.

ASK YOUROROCER FOR

White Eagle
Butter

Every Pound Guaranteed
to You

40c
per pound

White Eagle Dairy
Company

Phone 360

buying on the part of the "older" fam-

ilies, that is, persons who have al-

ways lived here or have lived here for
fifteen years or longer, than among
the families who have moved here in
the last five or ten years.

One reason for this Is that the "old-

er" Inhabitants are likely to judge a
store by what it was fifteen years
ago, rather than by what it is today.
The "new" resident doesn't know any-

thing about past records or reputa-

tions and judges from present service,
advertising and stock.

J. M. BATTERTOX VISITS FARM

Says Southeast Missouri Land Has
Great Possibilities.

Mayor J. M. Batterton, who has just
returned from New Madrid County,
says that the people of that section
of the state are just awakening to the
commercial and industrial possibili
ties of the soil in that part ot the state.

He says 600,000 acres of swamp
land will be reclaimed by a system of
drainage that has been found success-
ful there. The soil of the swamp

lands of southeast Missouri differs
from that of the usual swamp-lan- d

soil in that when it has been drained,
it is as good as it It had never been
submerged. The soil and climatic
conditions are almost ideal, and with
the intelligent farming that is being
practiced there, the farmers may raise
two crops in a year.

, Mr. Batterton has 1200 acres of land
in New Madrid County, and while he
is directing the affairs of Columbia
from his big swivel chair, he finds
ample time to direct the business of
his farm.

"Give Mother a pair of Spectacles
for "Christmas". You will cheer her
heart, and make a brighter World. Dr.
Blakemore will fix them, and so you
can have "Lenses" fitted after the
Holidays. 302 Exchange Bank Build- -

ing.

DEC. 15

UV TO BE CENTER FOR HOMESICK

AbhuI Christinas Dinner Will Be

' Chen Nonresidents by ColBBtblans.

The Y. M. C. A. Building will hang
out its "Welcome" sign for all stu
dents who cannot go home for the
Christmas holidays. Plans are being
made to entertain the homesick ones.
The evening school closes, December
21, will start the movement to relieve
lonesomeness, format that time the
Homesick Club will be officially or-

ganized.
All students remaining in Columbia

are invited to attend this social gath-

ering. The Homesick Club scorns
on the principle that, the

more members such a club obtains
the merrier it will be. So at 8 o'clock
Thursday evening, when all who can
are speeding homeward, 'those who
live too far away will be initiated
into the club. Then all these head3
will get together and plan what else
is to be done daring vacation to help
the cause of Christmas cheer.

Wednesday night after Christmas
the annual dinner for nonresident stu-

dents will be given at the Y. M. C. A.
Building. This is arranged and finan-

ced by a committee of twenty-fiv- e

University students whose homes are
in Columbia. Bredelle Jesse is chair-
man of the men's committee, and Mfss
Louise Marbut ot the women's commit
tee, j 0

This dinner is an annual affair. No
matter how many
students are found, the invitation is
extended to all.

GOVERNORS IN' WASHINGTON

States1 Rights One of the Things Up
For Discussion,

n.v United Press
WASHINGTON, Dec 14. Forty gov

ernors, aided by several governors-ele- ct

and by as many more former
Adv. 90 chief state execuUves, are here to

Merry Christmas Will Be Merrier
ifyou take HER to the

Ball and Chain Dance
at the COLUMBIA HALL

FRIDAY, Couple 65c

CECIL FANNING, Baritone
This Evening at 8:15

UNIVERSITY AUDITORIUM

You Students
Come to the Annual Christmas Social of the

C. E. Society

Christian Church
FRIDAY, DECEMBER l 7V:30 P. M.

Holiday
the

Gifts
Folks?

For

Has the question been bothering
you? You've been wondering
when you would get the time after
you returned home to buy those
presents for the folk's, your friends,
and "her," haven't you?

Here's a little bug for your ear,
Buy them here, yes, in Columbia.
There is no better place in the
state. The merchants here have a
large, splendidly selected, exten-
sive stock of Christmas suggestions
and you can find the gifts that will
suit you.

Come around early arid get' all
fixed up before you leave.

Retail Merchants Association

of Columbia.

take up some, of the heaviest problems! Lost: Package .containing three
the conference has ever wrestled with.j neckties and two pairs of children's
They will be in session three days. It stockings. Finder please call 853 or
is believed a storm of discussion win leave at 1312 University Ave. P.88-9- 1.

center around the question of increas
ing the powers of the Interstate Com-

merce Commission to fix interstate
railway rates. Western governors are
expected to lead in an attack against
Federal supervision or control ot
lands and natural resources within
state borders.

Governor-ele- ct Gardner is among
the state executives in attendance at
the session.

'Misses Inez Sherrebeck, Ooloola
Burner and Ruth Rollins were dinner
guests at Read Hall last night.

Go to Mrs. J. F. Murry's, 306 So. 9th
street for ladies' sweaters. Beautiful
line in all new shades. Prices 16.50
to 48.50. M. 87-8- 9
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Also of lit Shins

FATIMA
SENSIBLE CIGARETTE

Why they're Sensible
Occasionally,amore heavy,

full-power-
ed cigarette than

tastes mighty good.
But heavy cigarettes are a
little too "oily" and rich to
suit most for long.

You are to find
more comfort in a delicately
balanced Turkish like

a comfort that can
come from pure tobaccos
properly blended.

That is Fatimas are so
sensible because leave
a man feeling keen "fit"

after smokingmore often
than it yourself.

ROUND TRIP FARES to
Oklahoma, Kansas and Southwest Missouri

from Columbia
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VIA KANSAS CITY

Tickets on sale December 20th, 2st and 22nd
Return limit January 9th, 1917

A special train for Kansas City will leave Colum-

bia at 4:15 p. m., Thursday, December 21st, running
through ahead of regular No. 9, arriving at Kansas
City about 9:20 p. m. for accommodation of, students

for Kansas City and beyond. The train will leave Co-

lumbia promptly at 4:15 p. m. and will make no stops
to discharge passengers at intermediate points. Regu-

lar train leaves Columbia 4:20 p. m. and arrive at Kan-

sas City 9:30 p. m.

STUDENTS' SPECIAL TRAIN
COLUMBIA TO CENTRALIA

' For accommodation of students for St. Louis, Kan-

sas City and beyond, who get out of school at 1 1 a. m.
Thursday, December 21st, the WABASH will run a
special train leaving Columbia at 1 1 :30 a. m., Dece-
mber 1st, to connect with Wabash No. 3, arriving at Kan-

sas City 5:30 p. m. and with No. 20, arriving at St.

Louis 3 :50 p. m. Through coaches to Kansas City and

St. Louis. .

Kansas City, St. Joseph and
Southwest Missouri Students

For accommodation of students RETURNING
to school from Kansas City and beyond, the Wabash

will run a special train leaving Kansas City Union Sta-

tion at 1 1 :30 p. m., Tuesday, January 2nd, arriving at
Columbia 6:30 a. m., Wednesday, January 3rd. This
train will consist of Pullman standard and tourist sleep-

ers, and chair cars, running through to Columbia with-

out change of cars.
Students leaving Columbia for Christmas Holi-

days will please arrange to purchase your tickets and
make your reservations as earty as possible in order to

avoid a rush on the date the university closes.

J. C. ABBOTT,
Agent, Wabash Railway Co.

Columbia Mo.
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